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t Schools Battle, Raise More Than $5,000
Administrators, teachers, and staff from the South-
ern York County School District threw footballs, 
pushed lemons, tossed plastic chickens, battled 
during Musical Chairs, and were shoved across the 
gym floor, all to raise money for the Southern York 
County School District Foundation’s scholarship 
program.

The seventh annual Battle of the Buildings raised 
more than $5,000 for student scholarships. Teams 
from each of the six buildings competed in various 
races and events, while fans from each of the schools 
packed the Susquehannock High School gym and 
cheered for their teams. For the second straight year, 
Southern Elementary and Susquehannock High 
Schools finished with the most points and captured 
this year’s Battle of the Buildings’ trophies. Friend-
ship Elementary School’s Fearless team also earned 
the Spirit Award for the event.

District Athletic Director and event coordinator 
Chuck Abbott thanked all of the volunteers who 
helped make this year’s Battle of the Buildings a suc-
cess. 

“A very special thank you goes to the community for 
supporting our cause, all the participants, and those 
who donated their time and effort to make this event 
a great success,” Abbott said. “Through the efforts of 

many, we were able to raise $5,048 for the Southern 
York County Foundation to benefit our students in 
the Southern York County School District.” 

In the seven years since the inception of the Battle of 
the Buildings, the District has raised approximately 
$30,000 for student scholarships, he said.

“It was an incredible night for the District to show 
the Southern Way spirit,” Superintendent Dr. San-
dra Lemmon said. “We are proud that this money 
will be used for future student scholarships.”

District Programs Named ‘Exemplary’ 
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Budget 
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Staff members competed in a game of Human Hungry 
Hungry Hippos.

Two Southern York County School District programs 
have been selected by Shippensburg University as 
‘Exemplary Programs.’ The Shippensburg Univer-
sity Study Council recognized the ‘Character Devel-
opment Days’ at Susquehannock High School and 
the ‘WEB – Where Everybody Belongs’ program at 
Southern Middle School. Teachers from the Southern 
York County School District will showcase these pro-
grams and receive awards at Shippensburg Univer-
sity’s annual ‘Exemplary Program’ presentation this 
May. During the event, outstanding programs from 
across Pennsylvania are recognized. 

WEB is a year-long transition program, designed to 
welcome seventh grade students to middle school 
from elementary school through the guidance and 
leadership of eighth grade WEB leaders and faculty 
advisors. 

In addition, Character Development Days at Susque-

hannock High School create opportunities for teach-
ers and students to develop meaningful relationships 
that facilitate mentoring and guidance. The program 
is divided into two focused categories – character les-
sons and academic lessons. Character lessons help 
build student character in areas of citizenship, per-
sonal responsibility, respectfulness, readiness, hon-
esty, and leadership. Academic lessons provide stu-
dents with one-on-one mentoring so that they may 
review their grades and set personal academic goals. 
Demonstrated positive results include a reduction in 
student discipline referrals, increased attendance, 
and a higher graduation rate.

 “A huge congratulations goes to Jocelyn Ruppert at 
Susquehannock High School for her effort in sup-
porting and overseeing the Character Development 
Days and to Andy Warren and Caleb Walls for their 
leadership with Southern Middle School’s Web Pro-
gram,” Superintendent Dr. Sandra Lemmon said.
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mission statement

The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that pro-
motes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its activi-
ties, programs, employment policies or practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1974, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Employees and participants who have an inquiry or 
complaint of harassment or discrimination, or who 
need information about accommodations for per-
sons with disabilities, should contact the office of 
the Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Southern 
York County School District, P.O. Box 128, Glen 
Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a year—
October, January/February, April, and May/June 
through the Marketing and Public Information Of-
fice of the District.  

website

www.sycsd.org
© 2015; Southern York County School District. All 
rights reserved.

Graduation Date Set 
For June 5th

The Southern York County School Board 
approved Friday,  June 5, 2015 as the graduation 
date for the Class of 2015. Commencement 
ceremonies will take place Friday, June 5, 2015 
at the Robert E. Lau Memorial Field, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are not required for the 
outside graduation. Should inclement weather 
arise, graduation will be held indoors at the 

Susquehannock High School gymnasium. Tickets are required for gymnasium admission. 
However, tickets are not required for viewing of the ceremonies via live telecast in the Dr. 
Richard D. Hupper Auditorium. Baccalaureate services are scheduled for Sunday, May 31, 
2015 at 6:30 p.m. at Grace Fellowship Church in Shrewsbury. 

In addition, June 5th is also the last day of school for students. Early dismissal for June 5th 
will be as follows: secondary schools will dismiss at 11:44 a.m. and elementary schools will 
dismiss at 12:30 p.m.

Susquehannock Indoor Color Guard 
Earns First Place, Makes History

The Susquehannock High School Indoor Color Guard earned first place in its division 
at the Keystone Indoor Drill Association (KIDA) championships at Chambersburg 
Area Senior High School.

During the March 28th event, the Color Guard competed with eight other schools 
in the Scholastic Gold Color Guard, SAIA Division. The program titled, “Over the 
Rainbow” consisted of 14 members from Susquehannock High School and South-
ern Middle School. Haley Jacque, Angela Novacek, Mackenzie Brose, Julie Kingsbor-
ough, Miranda Nagle, Gino Palma, Destiny Rositzky, and Kaila Taylor represented the 
high school.  Barbara Barrett, Leigha Brown, Aalyna Silva, Bryanna Stimmel, Sabrina 
Trone, and Mackenzie Sauter represented the middle school.

“This is the first time that our Color Guard has been recognized with this distinction,” 
Susquehannock High School Band Director Christian Poole said.

Featured are, left to right, SYCSD School Board President Robert Schefter, Shrewsbury 
Giant Food Store Manager Robert Tweedy, SYCSD Foundation President Glenn Gei-
ple, and Vice President Jeff Brown. 2
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Students Compete in Regional  Computer Fair Competition
 For a fifth year, a SHS student placed first in the Graphic Design category

Four Susquehannock High School students 
excelled in the regional competition of the 
Pennsylvania High School Computer Fair 
with three first place results and one second 
place finish. In addition, for a fifth year, a 
Susquehannock student placed first in the 
Graphic Design category. The three top fin-
ishers will advance to the state competition 
in May.

The regional competition was comprised 
of student entries from York, Adams, and 
Franklin Counties. The Susquehannock stu-
dents competed in three categories:  Com-
puter Fair Logo, where they designed the 
logo for next year’s competition; Graphic 
Design, where they created a logo, menu, 
and marketing materials for a fictitious res-
taurant; and Digital Movie, where they pro-

duced and directed a short film to express 
their opinions and creativity.

Junior Dan Pergrin finished first in Com-
puter Fair Logo; senior Nick Snyder-
Umezawa placed first in Digital Movie; and 
senior Melissa Lynch earned first place 
in Graphic Design. Furthermore, senior 
Hannah Wistort placed second in Graphic 
Design.

“I am very proud to announce that five out 
of the past six years, our students have 
taken home first place in the Graphic Design 
category,” said Susquehannock High School 
art teacher Wade Bowers.

Pergrin, Snyder-Umezawa, and Lynch con-
tinue to the state competition on May 19, 
2015 at Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa. 

Nick Snyder-Umezawa placed first in Digital 
Movie and will continue to the state event.

Students to Showcase Talents at 
Annual Arts and Technology Fair 

Students throughout the Southern York County School District will display 
their artistic creations as the District presents its ninth annual Arts and 
Technology Fair on Wednesday, May 13, 2015, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Students in kindergarten through 12th grade will exhibit an assortment of 
their work, which will range from paintings, photos, drawings, furniture, 
clothing, and metal sculptures. Video production students will also feature 
their projects.

This free event will be held throughout Susquehannock High School’s main 
gymnasium, the surrounding guidance hallway, and inside classrooms. Sev-
eral of the students’ artwork will be available for purchase. In addition, a 
variety of teachers’ artwork will be raffled, which will help fund future Arts 
and Technology Fairs. Refreshments will also be served.

Special guest for this year’s fair is Tricia Baugher, a graphic designer and 
2008 graduate of Susquehannock High School, who will display some of her work. In addition, the Susquehannock High School Spring 
Orchestra Concert will also take place at 7:00 p.m. in the Dr. Richard D. Hupper Auditorium. 

Hannah Wistort placed second in Graphic 
Design.

Melissa Lynch earned first place in Graphic 
Design and will also continue to the state com-
petition.

Dan Pergrin finished first in Computer Fair Logo 
and advances to the state competition.

The Arts and Technology Fair features an assortment of art-
work from students throughout the District.
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Three Susquehannock High School music students participated 
in the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) 
Regional Orchestra Festival March 12-14, 2015 and one stu-
dent qualified for the All-State Festival March 25-28, 2015 in 
Hershey.

The students included junior Kristen Zak on violin, sophomore 
Julien Sherman on percussion, and senior Anthony Stem on 
the French horn. Kristen Zak was selected to perform as a 
member of the All-State Orchestra as a result of an audition 
during the Regional Festival. 

This is Zak’s second year to perform in the All-State Orchestra 
Festival, she said and added that she was “excited about playing 
with students from across the state.”

Students Sing in National Choir
Students from the Southern York County School District performed in the 2015 
Organization of American Kodály Educators (OAKE) National Choir in Minneapo-
lis. The students, who were selected by audition, rehearsed and performed with 
those from several other states.

Friendship Elementary School fifth grade student, Juliana Quintilian performed 
in the Children’s Choir. Sixth grade student, Madison Kelm and seventh grade 
students, Carly Farmer and Jordan Pflieger performed in the Youth Choir. Ninth 
grade students, Hannah Munch and Julia Twaddle, along with tenth grade stu-
dent, Kelsey McCullough, performed in the Concert Women’s Choir.

Students from Friendship, Southern, and Shrewsbury Elemen-
tary Schools performed in the Pennsylvania Music Educators 
(PMEA) District 7 Elementary Song Fest at Cedar Crest High 
School in Lebanon, Pa. They joined 150 singers from 32 different 
elementary schools throughout York and the surrounding coun-
ties. Students were chosen by audition to perform in the festival. 
Guest conductors for the event were Randall and Dawn Marks.

The following fifth grade students represented Song Fest for 
Shrewsbury Elementary School, Reagan Czahor, Allisyn Walker, 
Andrea Hammond, and Natalie Whelan. At Friendship Elemen-
tary School, Song Fest included sixth grade students, Heidi 
Waterstradt, Megan Cramer, Madison Bateman, and Allison 
Scharff. At Southern Elementary, Song Fest was comprised of 
sixth grade students, Allie Abel, Valerie Harrigan, Diana Kel-
baugh, and Katherine Hudgins.

Elementary Students Sing in Regional Song Fest

Anthony Stem, left, Kristen Zak, center, and Julien Sherman, right,  
played at the PMEA Regional Orchestra Festival. Zak advanced to the 
All-State festival in Hershey.

Students Perform in Music Festivals
SHS Students Perform in Regional 
Orchestra Festival, Zak Advances 

Left to right, back row – Madison Kelm, Hannah Munch, Kelsey McCullough, and Julia Twad-
dle; Front row – Jordan Pflieger, Carly Farmer, and Juliana Quintilian

On the left side, left to right, front row – Reagan Czahor, Andrea Hammond, 
and Allie Abel; Back row – Megan Cramer, Natalie Whelan, Madison Bate-
man, and Allison Scharff; On the right side, front row - Allisyn Walker; 
Middle row - Valerie Harrigan, Diana Kelbaugh, and Katherine Hudgins; 
Back row - Heidi Waterstradt
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Students Perform in Music Festivals

Anthony Stem Performs in All-State Band Festival

Four Susquehannock High School music students participated 
in the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) 
Region V Band Festival and one student qualified for the All-
State Concert Band.

The students included sophomore Julien Sherman on percus-
sion, junior Reed McGarvey on trumpet, and seniors Anthony 
Stem on the French horn, and Caleb Vatral on alto saxophone, 
who performed February 11-14, 2015 at East Stroudsburg 
High School in East Stroudsburg, Pa.

During the Region V Band Festival, the students re-auditioned 
and Stem was selected to perform at the PMEA All-State Band 
Festival. He earned first chair on the French horn in the March 
25-28, 2015 All-State Band Festival in Hershey. 

From Southern Elementary School, left to right, first row – Afton Wal-
ters and Delani King; Second row – Arianna Davis, Samuel Vendramin, 
Reagan Gorham, and Grace Hartenstein; Third row – Courtney Bur-
gess, Nicolas Taylor, Matthew Spadaccino, and Caitlyn Jensen

From Friendship Elementary School, left to right, first row – Lauren 
Schefter, Lana Cotton, Virginia Good, and Elise Kineke; Second row – 
Gabrielle Lynch, Greta Flemmens, Haileigh Copp, Gabrielle Cartier, 
and Cheyenne Staub

Fifth and sixth grade students from Southern and Friendship 
Elementary Schools performed in the annual York County Ele-
mentary Choral Festival at Central York High School. Students 
were chosen by recommendation of their choir teachers to per-
form in the one-day festival.

The event was hosted by the York County Junior Honors Choir 
and included students from various York County school dis-
tricts. The following fifth grade students represented South-
ern Elementary School: Afton Walters, Arianna Davis, Samuel 

Vendramin, Grace Hartenstein, and Caitlyn Jensen. The fol-
lowing sixth grade students represented Southern Elemen-
tary School: Delani King, Reagan Gorham, Courtney Burgess, 
Nicolas Taylor, and Matthew Spadaccino. The following sixth 
grade students represented Friendship Elementary School: Ga-
brielle Lynch, Lauren Schefter, Greta Flemmens, Lana Cotton, 
Haileigh Copp, Virginia Good, Gabrielle Cartier, Elise Kineke, 
and Cheyenne Staub.

Elementary Students Sing in Honors Choir Festival

Anthony Stem performed in the PMEA Region V Band Festival and also 
advanced to the All-State Concert Band Festival.
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SES Students Bring Tropical 
Rainforest to Life

Southern Elementary School’s greenhouse came to life recently 
as students combined art with their other courses to create a 
tropical rainforest. As part of the school’s Artist in Residence 
program, students, faculty, and staff members donated recycled 
items to be used for the elements of a rainforest.

For several weeks, local artist Jude Hawkins joined art teacher 
Ashley Gonzales in teaching the students how to join forces and 
create organisms that exist within the layers of a rain forest. 
Sponsored by the Pennsylvania Council of the Arts, the Artist 
in Residence Program focuses on visual and folk art, music, and 
literature.

“I saw the green house and thought it would be great to create 
a faux tropical rainforest,” Hawkins said. “Every grade level 
worked on a different layer, and we stressed the collaborative 
element with all of the classes.”

During the transformation, students in each grade concentrated 
on a different layer of life, from trees, insects, fruits and 
vegetables, to birds, amphibians, reptiles, and mammals. They 
used the knowledge and skills they learned in math, science, 
and language arts to create “living” creatures for the project, 
Gonzalez said.

“It was exciting to see them learn about the rainforest in their 
classrooms, the library, and during art,” she said, and added 
that it was an integrated experience many students said they 
will never forget.

The students used problem solving skills to determine what 
materials to use, how to design, and also how to build their 
structures. Some of the donated materials included foam, 
wire, cardboard, newspapers, egg cartons, paper towel rolls, 
and plastic eggs. Students used a variety of the materials to 
construct trees, mushrooms, fruit, and other living creatures. 
Many of the mammals were constructed true to size, Gonzalez 
said.

“It was amazing to see the many materials that the entire school 
community donated, collected and saved to use for this project,” 
she said.

Once the structures were built, students used paper mache 
and paints to give their sculptures an authentic look. They also 
created a painted mural in the greenhouse with exotic and native 
plants from the rainforest that included hibiscus, orchids, and 
bromeliads.

“The students were amazed by the final installation piece,” 
Gonzalez said. “They could not believe that everyone’s hands 
contributed to the pieces, and they loved how realistic the space 
and environment became.”

Southern Elementary School staff will unveil the tropical 
rainforest to families during the school’s annual Curriculum 
Fair on May 7, 2015, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Maya Wilson, 
right, paints 
shades and 

tints of green 
on paper to 

create leaves 
for the rain-
forest trees.

Sixth grade 
students 

work on a 
chimpanzee 

armature for 
the rainforest. 
They include 
left to right – 
Jade Tomko, 

Courtney 
Burgess, Mag-
gie Kinna, and 
Audra Chilcote 

Goble.

The completed rainforest, above and below, includes native 
birds, reptiles, animals, trees, and exotic plants.
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Middle School Students Take Stand Against Pediatric Cancer
Students and Staff Raised More Than $23,000 From its Annual Mini-THON

Students at Southern Middle School 
danced, raced, and played games for six 
hours recently to help children with can-
cer. As part of the Four Diamonds Fund, 
the school raised $23,428.94 this year 
and more than $122,000 during the last 
seven years for the Four Diamonds Fund. 
The Four Diamonds Fund began in 1972 
to assist children who are treated for 
cancer at Penn State Hershey Children’s 
Hospital. 

Inspired by Penn State’s yearly dance 
event, THON, the Mini-THON at South-
ern Middle School was the culmination 
of a year-long fundraising effort. With 
198 students participating in this year’s 
event, Mini-THON featured many activi-
ties, including Zumba, dodgeball, a stu-
dent band, face painting, arts and crafts, 
and numerous guests. Several students 
also donated their hair to the Locks for 
Love charity to help raise money.

Throughout the fundraising campaign, 
middle school students paid to duct tape 
teachers to the cafeteria walls, sold candy 
grams, clothing, Mini-THON gear, food, 
and held school spirit days. 

The Mini-THON also hosted a basket 
raffle and silent auction at the District-
wide Battle of the Buildings program. A 

University of Maryland regulation foot-
ball helmet was awarded to the highest 
bidder as part of the silent auction. 

Seventh grade student Alex Miller raised 
the most money this year with $1,000 in 
donations, according to Laura McCusker, 
English teacher and Mini-THON co-coor-
dinator. Second and third place fundrais-
ers were eighth grade sisters, Alexis and 
Annabelle Bobby, who raised about $500 
each in honor of their younger brother, 
A.J. Bobby, a Shrewsbury Elementary 
School fifth grader and a Four Diamonds 
Child.

 “The girls really enjoyed raising money 

for the event,” mom Amanda Bobby said 
and added that her family also partners 
with the Penn State fraternity, Theta Chi 
to help raise money for THON each year.

This year, several alumni of the Southern 
Middle School Mini-THON raised dona-
tions and also attended the closing cer-
emonies to help celebrate the success of 
the program through the years, English 
teacher and Mini-THON co-coordinator 
Bill Terney said. 

“It continues to amaze me how much 
dedication, spirit, and loyalty to the 
cause these Mini-THON participants 
have had,” McCusker said.

During the Mini-THON, middle school students learned new dance moves with Zumba.

Students at Shrewsbury Elementary School raised more than 
$13,000 when they participated in the American Heart Associa-
tion’s Jump Rope for Heart. Throughout February, students and 
staff engaged in a variety of activities to help increase awareness 
of how heart disease can affect young children as well as adults.

This year’s event surpassed all goals for previous years, as Shrews-
bury Elementary School students and staff raised $13,013 in 
donations with 255 families participating in the fundraiser.

Students shared heart facts and fitness tips on the morning 
announcements to help spread the word about heart disease, 
stroke, and how to take care of their own hearts. One activity 
that helps strengthen the heart muscle is to jump rope.

The fundraiser culminated with an interactive jumping show, 
The World of Jump Roping, presented by Mark Rothstein, a 
performing professional athlete, role model, entertainer, and 
educator. Rothstein also presented jump rope workshops for the 
students which focused on character building, leadership, and 
fitness.

“Students also practiced some of the amazing jump rope tricks 
they saw in the assembly, such as the One Legged Super-Sonic 
Jump, the Flying Ninja as well as power jumping,” said physical 
education teacher Kristen Mikita, who also coordinated Jump 
Rope for Heart.

“The difference this year was the use of on-line fundraising, 
which helped students earn instant ‘Duck’ prizes,” Mikita said 
and added that the ducks were a visible reminder of how many 
lives may be saved through this event. In addition, fourth grade 
student, Ethan Ewell, was the school’s top fundraiser by rais-
ing $550, earning a medal for his efforts. Besides supporting 
the American Heart Association, the school will also receive gift 
certificates for new physical education equipment, Mikita said.

“Thank you to the students, their families, and the school staff 
for supporting this very worthy cause,” she said. 

Shrewsbury Elementary School Raises Money for Heart Health
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Best Buds Partners with YMCA for Autism Walk

Students Represent Delegates in Model UN Conference

Susquehannock High School senior Anastasia Kuznetsova 
earned a Best Position Paper award at York College of 
Pennsylvania’s annual High School Model United Nations 
Conference. Kuznetsova joined five other Susquehannock High 
School students, who participated in the event.

Model United Nations is a simulation of the international 
diplomatic process, which takes place within the United 

Nations. High school students represent member states of the 
United Nations and debate global issues.

At Susquehannock, the students were selected to attend the 
conference based on the position papers they wrote. Each 
student served as a delegate from a different country and as 
an active member of a committee. The committees addressed 
several issues, including biological weapons and security of 
weapons stockpiles in conflict ridden areas, freedom of the 
press in developing countries, private militaries, military 
contractors, and the Kashmir dispute. In addition, the Security 
Council debated about children and armed conflict. 

During the program, delegates debated current world issues by 
making speeches, preparing draft resolutions, and negotiating 
with other member states. Anastasia Kuznetsova served on 
the Security Council and represented Rwanda. Juniors Brigit 
Duffy, and Will Earls as well as sophomores Simone Blanchat 
and Claire Morrison served as delegates from Norway. Junior 
Ifeanyi Akunna served as a delegate for Rwanda.

At the conclusion of the conference, awards were issued to the 
best delegates and one award was given for the best position 
paper, teacher Kate Newland said. Out of 120 students, 
Kuznetsova earned the award for best position paper.

“I was so proud to be able to watch these students critically 
think about tough issues, successfully speak in public in front 
of people they just met, and write Model UN resolutions in 
such a professional manner, while also playing the part of a 
delegate from their country,” she said.

Left to right, back row – Ifeanyi Akunna  and Will Earls;  Front 
row – Simone Blanchat, Claire Morrison, Brigit Duffy, and Anas-
tasia Kuznetsova

The Best Buds Clubs at Susquehannock High School and South-
ern Middle School are once again partnering with the Southern 
Branch YMCA for a community day of activities, food, and fun 
at its fifth annual Autism Walk, Saturday, April 25, 2015 at the 
YMCA in Shrewsbury. The event will be held in conjunction 
with the YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day.

The free event will take place, rain or shine, from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. and will feature walks around Miller Park. The pro-
gram also includes face painting, a petting zoo, a kids’ work-
shop, a bounce house, hamburgers, hot dogs, walking tacos, 
games, sports, and raffle baskets.

The YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day is a national initiative that 
inspires families to move, learn, and live healthier. Proceeds 
from the dual event benefit the Best Buds Clubs at both schools 
and Autism York. Autism York is an organization in York and 
Adams Counties, which provides support, events, and pro-
grams for autistic individuals as well as their families.

Both school clubs are social organizations that promote posi-
tive interaction among students who have autism and their 
peers. In its sixth year at Susquehannock High School, the Best 
Buds Club matches students who seek social role models, with 
other students, who serve as their peer mentors. Buds and their 
peers spend time together, attend events, and talk frequently. 
At Southern Middle School, Best Buds is in its third year, where 
members meet twice a month at school and also participate in 
outside activities.

“It’s great to see kids this young getting so involved in an 
important awareness,” teacher and Autism Walk coordinator 
Karen Somerville said.

Donation forms for the Autism Walk are available at each of the 
District’s school offices. Individuals or teams may take part in 
the walk. For more information, click here for a donation form 
or contact Somerville at Karen.somerville@sycsd.org.   

From left to right - eighth graders, Theresa Falzone, Alexa Rogari, and 
Alexandra Fabie work on posters for the annual Autism Walk and Healthy 
Kids Day.
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Winter Sports Accomplishments

Susquehannock High School Earns Sportsmanship Awards
Congratulations to the following teams and coaches for 
being selected as recipients of the 2015 YAIAA Division II 
Sportsmanship Award. The Sportsmanship Award is voted 
on by opposing coaches in each team’s respective division:

• The Boys Swimming Team and Coach Brian Wingert

• The Wrestling Team and Coach Brad Keeney

In addition, the Boys Swimming team won the York-Adams 
Division II Championship. Coach Wingert also earned the 
YAIAA Coach of the Year.  Ashley Stone was also named a 
YAIAA All-Star Honorable Mention in Girls Basketball.

The Swimming Team and Coach Brian Wingert, right, earned the 
2015 YAIAA Division II Sportsmanship Award.

The Boys Wrestling Team and Coach Brad Keeney, 
left, earned the 2015 YAIAA Division II Sports-
manship Award.

Susquehannock Students win Bridge Building Contest
Two Susquehannock High School en-
gineering students finished first and 
second in the Pennsylvania Society for 
Professional Engineers (PSPE) Bridge 
Building Competition. The annual con-
test, sponsored by the Lincoln Chapter 
of the PSPE, was held at Penn State York. 
Students from area high schools brought 
their wooden bridges to compete for the 
sturdiest bridge.

Senior Alex Rohrbaugh and junior Ryan 
Gloeckner were awarded first and second 
place at the event, earning county-wide 
recognition, trophies, and cash prizes. 
Rohrbaugh’s bridge design consisted of 
a truss and arch mix, while Gloeckner’s 
bridge was based on an arch design.

All bridges in the contest were made of 
the same basswood material, which was 
supplied to the students. The bridges 

had to conform to certain criteria in 
order to qualify for testing. They could 
not be heavier than 30 grams (about 0.6 
pounds); were 30 centimeters in length 
(about 11.8 inches); and could hold 
weight for at least one second.

Prizes were awarded for the top three 
bridges, which showed the highest struc-
tural efficiency, based on their weight 
and how much weight they withstood. 
The bridges were loaded on to an appa-
ratus and then stressed to their limits, 
many of them collapsing or breaking into 
pieces.

This is the second year that both stu-
dents entered the contest and they said 
they were both surprised with their win-
ning results. A total of eight Susquehan-
nock students participated this year.

“I didn’t think the contest would go so 

well,” Rohrbaugh said and added that last 
year, he finished near the bottom of the 
competition.

Ryan Gloeckner, left, and Alex Rohrbaugh, 
right, were the top two winners in the PSPE 
Bridge Building contest at Penn State York.
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Susquehannock High School

All Sports Booster Club and Alumni 
Association

Golf  Tournament

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 
Tee-time is 9:30 a.m

 Date ...................................................................................Friday, May 15, 2015
 Location  ........................................ Hickory Heights Golf Course, Spring Grove
 Time  .................................................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
 Format  .............................................................Four-Person Best Ball Scramble
 Entry Fee  ..................................................$90 per Golfer / $360 per Foursome

Entry Includes — Greens Fees; Cart for 18 Holes; Continental Breakfast;  
Catered Hot Lunch; Raffles

Detach here and return to:
Chuck Abbott, Athletic Director - Susquehannock High School - PO Box 128 - Glen Rock, PA 17327

Phone:  (717) 235-4811/Extension 4240; e-mail: chuck.abbott@sycsd.org

all checks are payable to sycsd foundation - golf tournament

Contact Person / Phone Number / e-mail _______________________________________________

1.  _____________________________________________________________________________

2.  _____________________________________________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________________________________________

4.  _____________________________________________________________________________

all proceeds benefit the susquehannock high school all-sports booster club scholarship fund and
the susquehannock alumni association programs, including continued work on the susquehannock alumni 

field house
for more information, click here
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Southern York County  

School District 
 

 2015-16 Proposed Final Budget 
 

The Southern York County School District Board of 

Education approved a proposed $52.3 million budget for 

2015-16.  The proposed budget includes reasonable 

assumptions about increased state funding and use of fund 

balance as necessary to deliver a budget that requires NO real 

estate tax increase. 

 

The proposed budget approved by the Board of Education on 

April 16th is based upon the priorities of maintaining overall 

teacher to student ratio, maintaining all educational programs, 

continuing to offer the award winning Advanced Placement 

Program, and emphasizing infusion of technology into the 

educational program.  To meet these priorities, the proposed 

budget includes additional funding for special education and 

technology equipment and staffing. 

 

Increases in expenses include mandated special education 

costs, legislated contributions to the state retirement system, 

maintenance of facilities costs, technology equipment and 

staffing, and premium increases for health insurance. 

 

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Sandra Lemmon, stated “The 

Board and administration are pleased to present a proposed 

budget that we believe will prepare our students for the ever-

changing world, while maintaining a culture of fiscal 

responsibility.” 

 

The Board of Education will vote on the 2015-16 final budget 

at their May 21st meeting.  It should be noted that the tax rate 

will not be approved until the May 21st meeting.   Copies of 

the proposed final budget are available for inspection at the 

District’s Administrative Offices, all school offices, the 

District’s website, and local libraries. 

 
Fiscal Responsibility – Return on Investment 

A primary responsibility of the School Board and 

Administration is to ensure that public funds are spent in a 

responsible and cost effective manner.  Southern York County 

School District’s cost effective operations show a high degree 

of accountability to our community, with the expectation of a 

high rate of return. We believe we have an impressive rate of 

return, especially considering our low tax rate and high 

student achievement, in comparison to other York County 

school districts. We pay careful attention to the proper use of 

all resources and implementation of the highest accounting 

and reporting standards.    

 Southern York County School 
District is dedicated to high 

student achievement, both inside 
and outside the classroom. 

 
 PA School Performance Profile 

 Friendship Elementary School, 

Southern Elementary School, and 

Shrewsbury Elementary School 

ranked in the top ten kindergarten 

through sixth grade schools in 

York County.  

 Southern Middle School ranked 

second in York County middle 

schools serving grades seven and 

eight. 

 Susquehannock High School 

ranked second in comparison to 

other York County high schools.   

 The Southern York Digital 

Academy continues to grow by 

using our highly qualified/certified 

teachers.   

Advanced Placement Program  

Southern York County School District 

was recognized by the College Board 

and was placed on the 5th Annual 

Advanced Placement (AP) District 

Honor Roll.  The District was one of 

only 547 school districts from across 

the United States and Canada to 

receive this honor.  

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) 

Scores 

Susquehannock High School 

students performed well above the 

state and national averages on the 

SAT.  

“We are committed to ensuring that 

all of our students receive the best 

education possible in a positive and 

caring environment.  It is extremely 

important to us that all students are 

given the opportunity to succeed.” – 

Dr. Sandra Lemmon, Superintendent 
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SOUTHERN YORK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2015-2016 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 

 

The Southern York County School District’s Board of Education is pleased to present a proposed 

budget for 2015-16, which does NOT include a real estate tax increase.  Property owners will not 

receive an increase in the school real estate bill for properties where the assessment and 

homestead/farmstead status have not changed. 

PDE Taxing Index 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) established a tax increase index of 2.3% for 

Southern York County School District. The index is the amount determined by PDE as the 

allowable tax increase for the Southern York County School District. It is worth mentioning that 

the strategy of many school districts is to tax at or near the PDE index – a strategy that is difficult 

to dispute because of the uncertainties of revenue sources and known expenditure increases. It 

should be noted, however, that this is not the strategy of our Board of Education. The strategy of 

our Board of Education is to do everything possible to maintain the lowest possible tax rate 

necessary to carry on our outstanding educational, co-curricular, and extra-curricular programs.   

Tax Rates and Equalized Mills 
 

The table shows the real estate tax rate and 

equalized mills of the District in 

comparison to other York County school 

districts located in the Lincoln Intermediate 

Unit.  

What is a Mill? 

A mill is a unit of currency that is 

equivalent to 1/1000 of a dollar (1/10 of 

one cent or $.001). A mill levy is the 

number of dollars a taxpayer must pay for 

every $1,000 of assessed value. For 

example, the current 2014-15 real estate tax 

rate of 17.94 mills results in a tax bill of 

$1,794 for a home assessed at $100,000.  

What is an Equalized Mill?                             

An equalized mill is a standard millage 

calculated by dividing a school district’s total 

taxes by its total market value.  In other 

words, equalized mills express tax rates as a 

percentage of market value. Equalized 

mills can be used to provide real comparisons of actual tax efforts across district lines.  This 

comparison is important because the calculation includes the entire market value of school 

districts, including residential and commercial properties.  

 

2014-15  Real 

Estate Tax 

Mills

2012-13 

Equalized 

Mills *

York City 33.7361 33.4

Northeastern 25.61 21.4

Red Lion 22.3888 22.3

Dallastown 22.26 22.5

Dover 21.934 22.4

South Eastern 21.7927 21

York Suburban 21.4799 22.8

West York 21.7727 20.8

Spring Grove 21.0379 18.9

Eastern 20.28 19.5

Hanover 20.32 19.2

Central 18.22 18.3

Southern 17.94 17.8

South Western 17.67 15.3

* 2012-13 is the most recent equalized mill data.

York County School Districts in the LIU
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SOUTHERN YORK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2015-16 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 
 

REVENUE 

Local Revenue 

Local revenue growth continues to be slow.  While 

there is some growth in the real estate tax base, 

earned income tax growth is very slow.  The 
proposed budget does NOT include a real estate tax 
increase.  Overall, local revenue growth is budgeted 
at 0.59%.  

State Revenue 

The budget for basic education subsidy is based upon 

the governor’s proposed budget and reflects an increase of approximately $480,000. Special 

education subsidy, per the governor’s proposal, is expected to increase by approximately 

$163,000. Retirement revenue reflects a significant increase. This is because the state reimburses 

50% of the district’s retirement expense and this expense has increased significantly.  

Actual state revenues received in 2008-09 from state sources, other than pension and social 

security reimbursements, were $12,700,847.  These same state revenues, with the governor’s 

proposed increases of about $643,000, are $12,662,117 for 2015-16. Eight years ago our state 

revenue from these sources was about $39,000 higher than the anticipated revenue for 2015-16.  

Without the proposed increase, the revenue will be approximately $682,000 less than 2008-09.  

The proposed increase from the governor is needed to keep our local tax burden down.   

Federal Revenue 

Federal funding for 2015-16 is budgeted based upon the 2014-15 actual allocation, which has 

increased by $79,000. Even with the increase, federal funding is only 0.72% of the district budget.  

 

EXPENDITURES 

 

Legislated retirement costs, 

special education services 

costs, and health insurance 

continued to be the largest cost 

drivers in the budget.  

Increases in these three items 

made up $1.40 million of the 

total increase of $1.44 million 

or 2.8%.    

 

Since November 2014, the 

Board and administrative team 

reduced $837,000 from the budget, with items added and reduced based upon the district priorities 

and student enrollment.   

 

The priorities of this budget include: maintaining overall teacher to student ratio; maintaining all 

educational, co-curricular, and extra-curricular programs, continuing to offer award-winning 

secondary Advanced Placement programs, and emphasizing infusion of technology into the 

educational program.   
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SOUTHERN YORK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2015-16 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 

 

Based on priorities established in the budget process, additions from the November budget include 

the following: increased funding for technology equipment and staffing, additional special 

education contracted services funding, and funding to maintain the maintenance program and 

athletic program at current levels.    Reductions from November to balance the budget include two 

professional positions, two support positions, restructuring of vacant support positions - all due to 

attrition - to part-time, and the reduction of one bus from the transportation fleet.  As shown in the 

chart above, 71% of the budget is salaries and benefits, which is typical for school districts.  Final 

determinations of the staffing levels will made later in the budget process as needed for enrollment 

purposes.  

 

Revenues 2015-16 Budget 2014-15 Budget

Local Revenue $33,596,754 $33,399,711

State Revenue $16,493,281 $15,478,205

Federal Revenue $378,470 $298,878

Fund Balance Use $1,785,000 $1,639,000

Total Revenue $52,253,505 $50,815,794

Total Expenditures and Other Financing Uses 

2015-16 Budget 2013-14 Budget

Regular Programs - Elementary / Secondary $22,355,709 $21,409,256

Special Programs - Elementary / Secondary $7,032,123 $6,776,803

Vocational Education $765,503 $750,654

Other Instructional / Higher Ed Programs $428,755 $402,139

Support Services - Student $1,679,241 $1,676,993

Support Services - Instructional Staff $1,347,352 $1,348,801

Support Services - Administration $3,280,742 $3,217,953

Support Services - Pupil Health $511,527 $478,580

Support Services - Business $1,009,985 $915,168

Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services $4,062,430 $3,819,531

Student Transportation Services $2,119,915 $2,101,315

Support Services - Central $1,297,448 $1,143,246

Other Support Services $34,000 $34,000

Student Activities / Community Services $988,887 $948,015

Interfund Transfers Out of the General Fund $5,039,888 $5,493,340

Budgetary Reserve $300,000 $300,000

$52,253,505 $50,815,794  

As a partner with our families and community, and stewards of our citizen’s tax dollars, the Board 

of Education and the administrative team of the Southern York County School District embrace 

the importance of open, thorough, and regular communication with our citizens.  Please contact 

the School District at 717-235-4811, extension 7278 or boardsecretary@sycsd.org if you have any 

questions, concerns, or would like information related to the budget or our school district. 
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